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Chairman’s Message
The mission of the CFPA – We will do
all we can to advocate and promote
fluid power technology in Canada. All
our events, seminars and educational
activities support this priority, and we
are continuously improving our
approach.
Preserve the Fluid Power Culture
We will continue to grow our
membership across Canada which
brings new people and fresh ideas into
our team. We are driven to give a
voice to all members across Canada
through our Communication efforts,
including social media.
In this newsletter you will see all the
work our team is doing to promote our
technology and we want you to jump
in and get involved. Is there a specific
topic of interest for you? Join the
team and volunteer some time and
help to promote our fluid power
technology.
Go to our website to learn about our
committees and activities. Find us on
social media and add your voice and
knowledge. www.cfpa.ca
Follow us on LinkedIn and Twitter

CFPA member companies ended 2017 with renewed optimism in the fluid
power market. Across the board, members seemed to feel their markets were
growing, incoming orders were increasing and these trends were expected to
continue into the new year. While optimism was higher in the hydraulic field,
there was good news for pneumatics as well, with no one experiencing a
decrease in incoming orders for the first time during the last quarter.
It was also a good year for manufacturing in 2017. According to CME, annual
GDP in manufacturing was up 3.3 % compared to 2016 - its fastest pace of
growth since 2011, when the sector was still recovering from the impact of the
financial crisis.
The runaway growth leader within manufacturing was the machinery sector,
where value-added output soared by more than 18 %. There were also strong
gains in petroleum refining (7.7 %) and in plastics and rubber product output
(7.3 %). On the negative side, transportation equipment industries had a rough
year in 2017. Motor vehicles and parts GDP fell by 3.4 %, while aerospace
activity was down by 6.0 %.
Looking ahead to 2018, CFPA plans to expand its analysis of the market to
include connectors and industrial hose assemblies. We have also totally redesigned our compensation and benefits survey and plan to open the report to
participation shortly.
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Regional Events: Engaging, Entertaining and Educational
We’d like to formally invite you to make the scene at one or all our engaging association events.
Spread evenly through the year, these events have something to offer for every one of you in our
unique industry. Our next event is Western Regional Meeting. The agenda will first cover a CFPA update presentation,
which will run into a networking lunch. Ian Miller will teach you the finer points of Industry 4.0, including the Industrial
Internet of Things. After a short break, Ashley Harrison will provide you with insight on the challenging topic of Dealing
with a New Generation of Fluid Power Professionals. To round out the afternoon, David Gray explores Energy Trends,
Threats and Opportunities. The last presentation shifts into a round table general discussion which includes your
favourite cocktail, and then the day is topped off by a remarkable dinner. Mark your calendar for April 26 th and sign up on
our website while there is still space.
Up next will be our famous Fluid Power Challenge; so successful in Canada it was adopted
by the NFPA and grown to be one of the premiere fluid power events in North America. Our
event will take place on May 10th at North Kipling Junior Middle School, with the workshop
event taking place four weeks prior on April 19th.
If you can attend only one CFPA event this year, make it our Annual General Meeting. The
2018 AGM will be held at Glen House Resort in Ganonoque, Ontario. As usual, we
encourage you to bring your spouse, and this event will no doubt be the most romantic
location yet for our annual general meeting.
The AGM occurs from June 13-15, but you and your spouse are welcome to stay
longer. As per our yearly tradition, your spouse will be offered daytime activities while
you are educated, inspired and entertained by our legendary lineup of presenters, full
program here. I can tell you your spouse will not be disappointed by a boat trip to
stunning Boldt Castle – over a century old and with a tragic history, this island castle
is as grandiose as it is poignant.
As a current or aspiring association member, you experience nearly three days of
exhilarating speakers, economic presenters, and educational orators. To break up the
time spent in the large, river-view conference room, you enjoy unique dining experiences, after-dinner events and
exciting surprises.
If golf is your thing, then come to our legendary golf tournament in September.
Held again this year at Hidden Lake Golf Club in Burlington, Ontario. Our golf
event is filled with prizes, raffles, and giveaways, and we’re not just talking about
free golf balls. Autographed jerseys, sports memorabilia, and sought-after
collectables are just some of the incentives you may receive when you attend.
Every year we are honoured to present a special guest to entertain you on the
course and at the fabulous dinner afterward. Past guests were Mike Palmateer,
Rick Vaive, Dennis Hull, Wendel Clark et al. You won’t be disappointed by this well-run and rewarding event. For that
matter, you won’t be disappointed attending any of our various events. Follow the link to choose your event and see the
details.
Article by Josh Cosford, CFPA Communications Chair.
http://www.cfpa.ca/communications/cfpa-events/
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The Association’s Fluid Power Challenges are more
successful than ever. The Toronto Challenge occurs this
year at North Kipling Junior Middle School, and there are
a record twenty-four schools set to compete. The interest
in this event was so overwhelming, we had to turn some
schools away. The event starts with the workshop day on
April 19th, with the main event held on May 10th. As usual,
we encourage all CFPA members to sponsor a school.
Our National Fluid Power
Challenge allows students
anywhere in Canada to
participate. Logistically, it is much
less complex than a local
challenge, such as the one held in
Toronto, because schools
compete individually outside of a
central location. The National
Challenge is currently in progress, with the four schools
located in Edmonton, Welland, Bolton and St. Catharines.
Teachers guide their class of students, broken into fourmember teams, through a set of workshop lessons, which
can take place over many days or weeks. On Challenge
Day, the selected teams have three hours to build, test
and refine their device. Teams will have two minutes to
demonstrate their device, which is recorded, submitted
and then judged by CFPA officials.

Membership has increased, with 3 new member companies
joining the CFPA. Feedback has been overwhelmingly
positive on the initiatives taken over the past year. The
answer to the question of "what is the value of my company joining the CFPA" is much more obvious than it may
have been in the past.
This newsletter will not look back at the many accomplishments in 2017 but look forward to 2018 and highlight the
events that are must attend if your company is in the Fluid
power business. Whether your company is a distributor or
manufacturer of Hydraulics, Connectors or Pneumatics
membership in the CFPA is one of the most reasonable
investments you can make for your business. After reading
through this newsletter I am optimistic that you will be convinced. Be part of the change and ensure that together we
are positioning our businesses for the future. I look forward
to meeting you at one of meetings or events.
CFPA Membership: Your support and involvement will keep
the CFPA strong and able to undertake an expanded
agenda aimed at furthering the interests of our industry.
 Network with industry colleagues at regional and
national business meetings, social events and golf
tournaments.
 Hear from great presenters about timely and informative topics that are relevant to the challenges that
you face.

2018 CFPA AGM Keynotes:


Gary Gzik, CEO: Bizxcel “Culture Hacking”



Robb Corrigan, Technical Sales Manager, IBM Canada, “How advanced analytics can help derive more value from
company data”



Joseph McKenna, Business Economist, Eaton: “The Economics of Fluid Power”



Mary Barroll, President – TalentEgg, “Dealing with the next generation of fluid power professionals”



Ian Miller, Industry 4.0



IFPS, Canadian Hydraulic Certification Program, Donna Polander



Jayson Myers, Next Generation Manufacturing Canada

Social Activities:


Scavenger Hunt



Receptions



Spousal Cruise
to Boldt Castle
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